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Bay in the Balance

This week we offer the final installment of our 10-part Bay
in the Balance series.

The series, researched and written by Debora Babin Katz
(Thank you Debora!), was meant to inform, to educate, to illu-
minate. It was necessarily long because the subject is necessar- Ruxh ury @ [ippm:
ily comprehensive. —_—

Duxbury Bay is our greatest natural treasure. It is the reason
SO many of us are here. Yet it is the Very attraction of this trea-
sure that so imperils it, showing us that nothing, even the expan-
sive waters of this rich resource, is impervious o the pressures
of growth.
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In the early 1970s,
the late Dr. Lance
Bennett led a successful
charge to provide
Duxbury with more
open space and more
protection for its drink-
ing water. His persua-
sive arguments prompted Duxbury voters to acquire hundreds
of acres of conservation land and took dead aim at the suburban
sprawl that was enveloping so many of Boston’s bedrooms. [t
was those actions, taken more than 30 years ago, that allow us to
attach the words “semi rura]” when describing Duxbury today.
The work that Dr. Bennett began is not yet done, but we have
made a magnificent start. Now itis time to turn east.

The question — is Duxbury getting too big for Duxbury Bay?
—underscores the problems of a new kind of sprawl, an aqua
sprawl, we’ll call it, which threatens every part of the bay and,
which if left unchecked, will surely destroy our most prized pos-
session. :

Consider these facts: Pollution, though less prevalent than in
the “70s, is still a common occurrence along certain shores after
a heavy rain. Boat traffic, particularly on weekends, is now so
thick that one wonders if we'll soon need aqua traffic lights.
Today, we have as many as 600 boats a day plying bay waters.
The waiting list for deep-water moorings is 12 to 15 years. In
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